TURKEY KEPT HER PROMISE
NOW IT IS EUROPEAN UNION’S TURN...
Turkey’s EU membership is a “future project” not only for Turkey and for the European Union
but also for ensuring peace, prosperity and stability in the whole region as well as in the world.

41 years ago, we laid the foundations of this project together.

By signing the Ankara Agreement in 1963, envisioning the future membership of Turkey,
we expressed our will to build and share a common future.

In the course of this process, we reaffirmed this mutual will many times as we did through the customs union.
Now, we are at a historical junction in the realisation of this grand project.

As Turkey;
through reforms realised by our Governments and Parliament,
with the strong support of our people as well as the civil society organisations,
we have fulfilled the Copenhagen political criteria.

This achievement, which is also confirmed by the European Commission Progress Report of 6 October 2004,
is not solely the success of Turkey but it is of the EU as well. 
It is the proof that the goal of EU membership can generate rapid and comprehensive transformation in a country. We kept our promise.
Because, we perceive the steps that we have taken on the road to membership as the requirements of the reforms that Turkey needs,
and we support them as they coincide with our demand to become a more democratic state of law respecting universal human rights, a strong and stable economy, and a welfare society composed of free citizens.

Now, it is European Union’s turn to keep its promise.

On the 17th of December we expect the heads of state and government of the EU countries
to stand behind the obligations they undertook
in the Ankara Agreement, at the Helsinki Summit and the consequent period;
to assess Turkey on an equal footing with the other candidate countries
and decide to start the membership negotiations without delay.
Because, we believe that the EU is a set of common principles and values,
and in shaping its future, it will not act with prejudices and attitudes excluding others, 
but it will act with the vision of a world power and
with the awareness that in fact, these differences are the real richness that builds up the Union’s strength. 
We are aware that the opening of negotiations is the beginning of a difficult period and Turkey’s harmonization and reform process should continue in an accelerated manner. 
Turkey’s unwavering determination in this process is the best guarantee.
We believe that the negotiation process will provide enough time for Turkey to get ready for the membership 
as well as for the EU to prepare itself for Turkey’s accession.
Thus, it is for all these reasons that we, the Turkey Platform,
a gathering of 269 non-governmental organisations covering different segments of the society, varying from private sector representative organisations, institutions of farmers, artisans, self-employed to trade unions and civil servants’ trade unions; from organisations, associations and foundations for the youth, women, consumer, disabled, environment, culture to sports and arts;
as well as academics and media representatives
remind the EU leaders that,
the Union, in its essence, is a project of peace and prosperity and an EU without Turkey which is the sole secular and at the same time Muslim country with its big economic potential and young population, would be incomplete,
the EU leaders carry the responsibility of leaving to future generations a ‘Grand Europe’
clean of prejudices and historical fears,
the sole target of our 41 years old partnership is Turkey’s membership to the EU, and
any alternative to membership or any new condition including the Cyprus issue
or a discriminatory attitude towards Turkey during the accession negotiations is not acceptable.
And that an adverse decision will lead to the questioning of EU’s sincerity and its commitment to the rule of law not only by Turkish people but by the international community as well.
Thus we call upon the EU leaders not to miss this historical opportunity and
on the 17th of December decide to start the accession negotiations with Turkey.
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